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APPRENTICE JUDGE GUIDELINES 
The following policies have been established by the AHA Judges and Stewards Commissioner and the 
AHA EducaƟon/EvaluaƟon Commission for apprenƟce judges.  This document is meant to augment the 
USEF ApprenƟce Guidelines, not replace them.  
 
USEF ApprenƟce Guidelines  

 Read the USEF ApprenƟce Guidelines first. 
 
Pre-requisites  

 ApprenƟce judging cannot start unƟl all USEF Eligibility Requirements are met and your checklist 
iniƟated through the USEF website.   

 You can schedule an apprenƟceship while you are compleƟng these requirements, but the actual 
apprenƟceship cannot happen unƟl aŌer all Eligibility requirements are met.  Double check with 
USEF Licensed Officials Department to verify:  loinquiry@usef.org    

 
Finding Shows – communicaƟon with show managers and judges.  

 At least one apprenƟceship needs to be at a show outside of your AHA region.   
 For those individuals who aƩended the School in December 2024, apprenƟceships are counted 

in days, not strictly the number of compeƟƟons.  The guideline is that an apprenƟce day is six 
hours or more.   

 Look at past prize lists to see the variety of classes offered, making sure you cover a wide range 
of classes, including all EquitaƟon seats, Showmanship, and Working Western along with 
pleasure and in-hand classes, including Performance Halter.  

 Search the USEF calendar for approved Arabian shows – you can apprenƟce at either USEF 
regular and /or USEF CompeƟƟon Lite shows. 

o Searches can be customized by state, date range, or USEF region (not the same as AHA 
region) 

 Plan to apprenƟce all the classes assigned to the judge with whom you are working.   
 ApprenƟce judges are not permiƩed at AHA regional or naƟonal championship shows. 
 ApprenƟce judges are permiƩed at an AHA regional pre-show.  
 Contact the show manager first – ask if they have hired an “R” judge and, if so, then request 

permission to aƩend as an apprenƟce.  If it is a mulƟ-day show, be clear on which days you 
would like to apprenƟce.   
o Larger shows with mulƟple judges oŌen have policies about not having apprenƟces, partly 

due to the number of people in the ring and safety of everyone involved and partly for 
fairness to the exhibitor to not have an overcrowded ring.  Respect their decisions.  
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o The no apprenƟce policy may be for the enƟre show or for only those classes having mulƟple 
judges.  Specialty rings (trail, reining, etc.) may be available to an apprenƟce even if main 
ring classes are not.   

 AŌer receiving permission from the show manager, contact the “R” judge, and provide 
background informaƟon if the judge does not already know you.  Judges are not required to 
accept apprenƟces; there could be mulƟple reasons a judge declines having an apprenƟce at a 
parƟcular show.  Again, respect their decision should they say no to your request. 

 Current USEF rules allow only one apprenƟce in the ring at any given Ɵme and only one 
apprenƟce per judge.   

 Please apprenƟce with no more than one member of the EducaƟon and EvaluaƟon Commission.  
(EEC). 

 Concurrent USEF shows 
o For individuals who aƩended the Exhibitors/Judges School in December 2023 or before, if 

you apprenƟce with both judges at a concurrent show, it counts as two shows even though 
there is only one USEF number.   

o For individuals who aƩend the Exhibitors/Judges School in December 2024 and in future 
years, the number of apprenƟce days will be counted, not the number of shows.  If both 
judges are ‘R’, then both judges’ evaluaƟons will be counted.  If one judge is a ‘r’, then the 
experience will be considered as addiƟonal experience rather than part of the required 
apprenƟcing.  Under this system, the same day cannot be counted twice if you work with 
both judges.   

 If you apprenƟce only specialty classes at a show, the day(s) will count but you will need to make 
sure addiƟonal days are apprenƟced elsewhere to keep a good balance of types of classes.  

 AHA Value Shows DO NOT count towards the apprenƟce requirements but can be used for 
addiƟonal experience.  

 We have developed an ApprenƟce Tracking form to help you track the classes and compeƟƟons 
where  you apprenƟce.  hƩps://www.arabianhorses.org/judges-stewards/judge/  Use of this 
form is opƟonal but recommended.   

 
Conduct and USEF Conflict of interest rules 

 The ApprenƟce Judge must in all instances adhere to the same ethical, appearance and conflict 
of interest standards as the registered judge.  Any comments or remarks made to you by the 
registered judge while in the ring are confidenƟal.  Do not repeat comments about the entries, 
exhibitors or others to anyone, most parƟcularly the exhibitors.  ViolaƟons of any of the rules 
regarding ethical, conflict of interest or confidenƟality are subject to charges being filed by the 
Commissioner 

 When apprenƟce judging you should conduct yourself the same as if you were listed as a judge 
in the prize list.  You should dress appropriately, not bring friends with you into the ring, and 
conduct yourself with the exhibitors as if you were the actual judge at the show.   

 Ask the judge where they would like you to stand while apprenƟcing during the classes.  You are 
not the judge’s shadow; it should be obvious to the spectators and exhibitors that there is no 
communicaƟon between the apprenƟce and the official judge during the judging of a class.  Be 
conscious of not interfering with the judge’s line of sight during the class.  
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 Do not expect the compeƟƟon to pay for your meals, transportaƟon, lodging or any other 
ameniƟes.  This is part of your own expense.   

 Do not put yourself in a posiƟon where show management may be embarrassed and feel 
obligated to pay for your meals or any other expenses. 

 Do not discuss the classes you are apprenƟce judging with the registered judge unƟl aŌer the 
judge has turned the card into the scorekeeper or ringmaster. 

 Unless there is an emergency situaƟon, do not plan on scribing for the official judge.   This is 
your opportunity to score these classes.   

 You cannot compete at the same show where you are an apprenƟce.  
 

What to bring with you.  
 Class cards – someƟmes the show secretary will provide them for you, but you should plan on 

bringing your own.  Two opƟons:  
o 4”x6” index cards work well for this purpose; add the class specificaƟons and lines for 

placing.   
o Have a list of all the class specificaƟons and then use a notepad to record your placings, a 

separate page for each class.   
 EvaluaƟon form  
 Rain gear and appropriate outerwear for the facility and Ɵme of year.   You will be on your feet 

for a long Ɵme so comfortable shoes are recommended! 
 USEF and other rule books as appropriate for the specific compeƟƟon.  Download the most 

current versions prior to arriving at the compeƟƟon.   
 PaƩerns & Score Sheets for the classes being offered 

 
If you have any quesƟons about apprenƟcing in general, please contact the USEF Licensed Officials 
Department at loinquiry@usef.org. 
 
If your quesƟons relate to Arabian specific apprenƟcing, you can also contact the Judges & Stewards 
Commissioner’s Office JudgesSteward@arabianhorses.org  
 


