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SPORT HORSE IN-HAND INDIVIDUAL SCORE SHEET

SHOW

CLASS #

 : ____________________________________________________________   DATE:

NO : ________________________

 :______________CLASS TITLE:__________________________________________________________

__________________ 

JUDGES SIGNATURE

TOTAL POINTS

SPECIFICATIONS MAX 
PTS

PTS Coef TOTAL COMMENTS

Quality and correctness of frame, form 
to function, angulation and formation of 
legs and joints

Head & Neck 10 X 1

Shoulder & 
Saddle-Position

10 X 1

Back, Loin & 
Hindquarters

10 X 1

Legs & Feet 10 X 1

CONFORMATION (40%) SUBTOTAL

Walk:  Four even beats;
Tracking and reach; Covering ground 
with marching quality
Trot:  Two even beats; 
Natural engagement and impulsion from 
hindquarters; Power
Both:  Straight and even strides; 
Tracking; Articulation of joints; Freedom 
of shoulder and haunches; Balance; 
Elasticity; Swinging Back

Walk 10 X 2

Trot 10 X 2

MOVEMENT (40%) SUBTOTAL

Alert, expressive and well-mannered; 
Shows willingness in response to 
handler

Expression 
Manners, 
Willingness

10 X 1

EXPRESSION, MANNERS, 
WILLINGNESS (10%) SUBTOTAL

Overall breed characteristics, Quality, 
Balance and Harmony, Suitability as a 
Sport Horse

Overall 
Balance & 
Harmony, 
Suitability as a 
Sport Horse

10 X 1

OVERALL QUALITY, BALANCE &
 HARMONY, SUITABILITY (10%) 

SUBTOTAL

DECIMALS MAY BE USED 
Further Remarks:

100 Points 
Possible SUB TOTAL____________

AR182.5 -  10 pt penalty must be assessed for unnatural Arabian Tail Carriage (AR105.2b)  
Note:  A wry tail is not an unnatural tail, it is a breeding fault.

11. An entry must be penalized for:
a. Excessive amounts of oil, grease, or other similar substances;
b. Balding the area around the eyes or proximal to the muzzle and nostrils; or
c. Excessive use of the whip or actions that may disturb other entries shall be severely penalized.

Please print clearly. EXHIBITOR COPY

JUDGE:___________________________



AR179 Purpose
The Sport Horse section was developed to evaluate and encourage the breeding 
of Purebred Arabian and Half-Arabian/Anglo-Arabian horses suitable for Dres-
sage, Western Dressage, Working Hunter, Eventing, Jumper, Carriage Pleasure 
Driving, Combined Driving, Racing, Competitive Trail and Endurance, and to 
provide an opportunity to demonstrate the effectiveness of breeding programs. 
Form to function will be emphasized. 

A Western Dressage horse, if shown in Sport Horse In Hand or in Sport Horse 
Under Saddle, must conform to the appointment rules listed in Subchapter AR-
17 for those classes.

AR105 All horses must be serviceably sound.

AR180 General
2. Sport Horse In-Hand and Under Saddle classes may be divided at the discre-
tion of competition management into Dressage type and Hunter type. Horses 
may cross enter. All appointments and attire must match for the discipline 
being shown. If competition management decides to combine the types for the 
championship, the appointments and attire for each exhibitor must match for 
the specified discipline (dressage or hunter). Please refer to DR120-121 and 
HU105-107. 

a. Dressage type - displays the conformation and movement qualities as 
follows: Horses of this type carry a higher set-on neck than the Hunter type 
with sufficient length and flexion of the poll. Movement should be free, elas-
tic, active and regular with good push from behind without tension and with a 
tendency toward an uphill balance. 
b. Hunter type - displays the conformation and movement qualities as 
follows: Horses of this type carry a more level frame than the Dressage type 
horse, yet must display a natural looking carriage. Movement should have 
good ground cover and tend to be long and low with good push from behind, 
free of tension and showing good balance.

AR181 Sport Horse In-Hand Classes 
Conformation is to be evaluated in terms of potential trainability, .potential perfor-
mance and predisposition to soundness. Form to function is to be emphasized. 
Blemishes are not to count unless resulting from conformation faults. Gaits are to 
be evaluated in terms of purity, quality and correctness. Correct gaits which con-
tribute to ease in training and the horse remaining sound and useable are most 
important. Purity and quality are judged mainly in profile. Correctness is judged 
mainly while the horse is coming to and going from the judge’s position. Colts 
and stallions two years and over must have both testicles descended. Horses 
with loss of sight in one eye may compete in Sport Horse In-Hand classes. 
1. Horses will be shown individually on the triangle; assistant handlers or whip 
handlers are not allowed. 
4. The horse is to be shown in an “open position,” for conformation judging. The 
traditional way of showing open position would be with the right front leg slightly 
back and the right hind leg slightly forward; but as long as all four legs of the 
horse are visible to the judge when standing on either side of the horse, this 
would be acceptable. The horse’s head and neck should be allowed to show in 
a natural and comfortable carriage, and the handler should stand away from the 
horse with a loose lead line.
8. Judge must excuse from the ring any unruly horse or one whose actions 
threaten to endanger other exhibitors or their entries. 
9. A whip may be used to guide the horse. 
10. Causes for mandatory elimination from the arena or designated judging area 
for In-Hand classes are:  

a. Removal of eyelashes; 
b. Changing the natural color of the mane and/or tail (AR106.10.c); 
c. Applying a product to a horse’s hoof to hide or conceal a conformation 
defect. Only clear or transparent products may be used on the hooves of 
horses while being shown in Breeding and/or In-Hand classes.

 
11. An entry must be penalized for:

a. Excessive amounts of oil, grease, or other similar substances;
b. Balding the area around the eyes or proximal to the muzzle and nostrils; or
c. Excessive use of the whip or actions that may disturb other entries shall be 
severely penalized.

AR182 Sport Horse Scoring In-hand Procedures
3. INDIVIDUAL CLASSES The AHA Score Sheet is divided as follows: 
a. Movement - 40% (20% for walk and 20% for trot) 
b. Conformation - 40% 
c. Expression, Manners, Willingness - 10% 
d. Quality, Balance and Harmony, Suitability as a Sport Horse - 10% 
e. Transmissible weaknesses or predisposition to unsoundness shall be penal-
ized commensurate with severity
5. Scoring (Decimals may be used in scoring) 

10 - Excellent 
9 - Very good 
8 - Good 
7 - Fairly Good
 6 - Satisfactory 
5 - Sufficient (some concern for heritability or soundness) 
4 - Insufficient (definite concern for heritability or soundness)
3 - Fairly Poor
2 - Poor 
1 - Very Poor
-10 - A Ten Point Penalty must be assessed for an unnatural tail carriage, 
see AR105.2b

7. Tied scores for Sport Horse In-Hand shall be broken first by referring to move-
ment, then conformation, then overall balance and finally manners. If the horses 
are still tied, the judge (or call judge in a multiple judge system), will make a final 
tie-breaking decision.

AR183 Sport Horse In-Hand Appointments
1. Tack: Bridles are mandatory on horses three years and older. A bridle shall be 
a dressage-type snaffle bridle (for dressage type) or hunter-type snaffle bridle 
(for hunter type). Snaffle bit may be with or without cheeks, keepers allowed. 
Use of a noseband is optional but if used, the style must match the discipline 
being shown. If the dressage type/hunter type splits are not offered, the exhibitor 
may choose the type of snaffle bridle used. A split or single lead made of either 
leather or leather like material with or without a chain may be used, and must be 
attached to both sides of the bit, with/or instead of reins. If using a single lead, 
a coupler may be used to attach the lead to both sides of the bit. Horses aged 
two years may be shown in a bridle (as listed above), or a plain leather stable 
halter. Horses under age two years must be shown in a plain leather stable 
halter. A single lead, with or without a chain, made of either leather or leather 
like material, must be used with a halter. Whether used with a bridle or a halter, 
a properly fitted chain should be short enough to prevent the horse from getting 
it in their mouth and must never be placed over the nose or through the mouth. 
Competitors with non-conforming appointments will be eliminated from judging 
consideration. 
2. Attire 

a. Conservative casual attire is recommended for the handler. This would 
include casual pants and shirt. Also acceptable would be Dressage or Hunt-
er attire including breeches, boots, shirt with tie, stock tie or choker collar, 
providing the tack match the attire for the specified discipline. Jackets, hats, 
vests, and gloves are optional. 
b. The handler may carry only one whip, maximum length of six feet, includ-
ing lash and without attachments (i.e. plastic bags, ribbons, etc.). 
c. Protective headgear (as defined in AR111) is encouraged but not required.

SEE USEF ARABIAN RULES, SUBCHAPTER AR-17 FOR COMPLETE SPORT HORSE RULES
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