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Welcome
Welcome to the  

22nd Annual AHA Convention! 

AHA and the Annual Convention planning  
committee are excited to welcome you back  
in person for the 2024 Annual Membership  
Convention. All 2024 Convention attendees  
will play a pivotal role in the future of our  
wonderful breed: the Arabian Horse.

We invite you to relax and enjoy your time with 
fellow AHA members, colleagues and guests; 
and remind your that your full participation in 
the business conducted here is critical to the 
advancement of the breed. Reno is packed full 
of fun! 

Thank you for your continued support of the 
Arabian horse. If there is anything we can do  
to assist you during your stay, please don’t 
hesitate to let us know.

Your hosts,
AHA Staff &  
The Annual Convention Planning Committee
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 2024 AHA Convention  
Planning Committee

MICHELLE WERTS – Chair

MARK GOFF – Vice Chair

COURTNEY MCLEES – Staff Liaison

ANN C HAMMER

CARLA JO BASS

CARRIE OLSON

CHERYL HANSEN

CHERYL LANE-CARON

COLBY HERNANDEZ

CYNTHIA CHESNUTT

DANNY THOMPSON

ELIZABETH A LANG

ELIZABETH C WILLIAMS

JAMIE PARKER

JANE ELLEN RINKA

JENNIFER JOLLY

JOAN BRASE BANAHAN

JULIE HEDDEN

LISA MCDONALD

MARTI GINDER

MARY ANN HUGHES

MICHAEL GOMEZ

MICHELE KNOWLES

MICHELLE PEASE-PAULSEN

PATRICIA GERDES

PATRICIA WEICHMANN

PAMELA S BINGHAM

PEGGY L TREISBACK

ROBERT JANECKI

ROXANN L BEHAN

SANDRA LEE MILLER

SARAH K HENDRICKS

SHELLY LEHMAN

STACEY L DUNN

THRESA HORN

WANDA L FUNK
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AHA Board of Directors

Not Pictured
Tony Reid
  Region 11 Director

Deborah Johnson
President

Cheryl Lane-Caron
Region 16 Director

Cricket Gates
Region 15 Director

Duane Esser
Region 14 Director

Deborah Cinotto
Region 9 Director

Carla Jackson
Region 17 Director

Mary Lou Houge
Region 7 Director

Nancy Rohde
Region 6 Director

Michelle Pease-Paulsen
Region 5 Director

Julie Hedden
Region 4 Director

Gretchen McDaniel
Region 3 Director

Nancy Goertzen
Region 2 Director

Debbie Orr Price
Region 1 Director

Nancy Harvey
Immediate Past President

Jan Decker
Secretary

Lance Walters
Treasurer

Peter Conway
Vice President At-Large

Lisa Blackstone
Vice President

Bruce Johnson
Vice President At-Large

Josh Schildroth
Region 18 Director

John Simmons
Region 8 Director

Laurie Ann Salmi
Region 12 Director

Charles Rickart
Region 10 Director

Duane Esser
Region 14 Director

Ronald Gekiere
Region 13 Director
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Administration Hours
	 REGISTRATION 	 CREDENTIALS	 AHA OFFICE	 COMMITTEE WORK AREA

TUES	 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.	 n/a	 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.	 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

WED	 8:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.	 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.	 7:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.	 7:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.

THURS	 6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.	 6:30 a.m. – 7:30 a.m.	 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.	 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
		  11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

FRI	 6:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.	 6:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.	 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.	 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

SAT	 7:00 a.m. – 7:30 a.m.	 7:00 a.m. – 7:30 a.m.	 7:00 a.m. – Noon	 7:00 a.m. – Noon
	 (in AHA office)
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Convention Center Map

GRANDE EXPOSITION HALL
The Grande Exposition Hall encompasses 19,360 square 
feet of transformable meeting space. And when the 
meetings are over, the stars come out. Many of the 
hottest entertainers have performed at the Grand  
Exposition Hall. It seats upwards of 1,600 people  
providing an intimate and memorable venue. 

SILVER BARON BALLROOM 
& MEZZANINE LEVEL ROOMS
The mezzanine level of Silver Legacy features a versatile 
mix of 12 breakout rooms that range in size from 643 
square feet to 5,165 square feet. Most of these rooms 
can be combined, creating spaces as large as 11,050 
square feet, the perfect size for anyone requiring a 
Junior Ballroom, secondary general session, or the 
perfect spot for that opening night reception. 
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General Session Schedule
GENERAL SESSION I

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21  •  8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. (Pacific)

1.	 General Welcome	 Michelle Werts
2.	 Door Prizes	 Michelle Werts
3.	 Welcome & Convention Call to Order	 Deborah Johnson
4.	 Officer & Director Introductions	 Craig Christiansen
5.	 Invocation	 Mark Himmel
6.	 In Memorium	 Craig Christiansen
7.	 Color Presentation	 Galena High School 
		  a. U.S. National Anthem	 Galena High School 
		  b. Canadian National Anthem	 Galena High School
8.	 President's State of the Association	 Deborah Johnson
9.	 Adopt Credentials Committee Report	 Pat Crutchett
10.	 Adopt Standing Rules	 Penny Wardlaw
11.	� Adopt General Session Agenda of	 Penny Wardlaw 

	 the Convention	
12.	 Appoint Convention Minutes Approval 	 Deborah Johnson 
		  Committee	
13.	 Revocation/Reinstatement of Club Charters	 Shannon Bedell
14.	 United States Equestrian Federation	 Bill Moroney
15.	 Marketing Report	 Angie Higgins 
16.	 Treasurer’s Report	 Lance Walters / Brad Short
17.	 �Announce, Accept & Close Nominations	 Deborah Johnson 

	 for Officers 
	 a. President 
	 b. Vice President 
	 c. Secretary 
	 d. Treasurer

18.	� Announce, Accept & Close Nominations 	 Deborah Johnson 
	 for Convention Elected Positions 
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General Session Schedule
	 a. Commissioner's Review Panel 
	 b. Ethical Practice Review Board 
	 c. Judges & Stewards Selection Committee 
	 d. Nominating Committee 
	 e. Probable Cause Panel

19.	 Convention Site Report – 2026	 Michelle Werts
20.	� Announce Results of Committee Elections	 Deborah Johnson 

	 by Board of Directors
21.	 Second Careers for Arabian Racehorses	 Johnathan Horowitz
22.	 Adjourn General Session I	 Deborah Johnson 

GENERAL SESSION II

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22  •  1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (Pacific)

1.	 Door Prizes	 Michelle Werts
2.	 Opening Remarks & Announcements	 Craig Christiansen
3.	 Adopt Credentials Committee Report	 Pat Crutchett
4.	 Executive Director Report	 Stan Morey
5.	 Arabian Horse Foundation	 Deborah Himmel 
6.	 Resolutions – done by consent	 Penny Wardlaw

	 AFTERNOON BREAK	 ROYAL SALON

7.	 Meet the Candidates & Speeches
8.	 Candidate Q & A	 Peggy Weems
9.	 Resolutions – 	 Penny Wardlaw 
		  those pulled from consent agenda
10.	 Elections for Convention Elected Positions	 Deborah Johnson 
		  a. President 
		  b. Vice President 
		  c. Secretary 
		  d. Treasurer 
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General Session Schedule
		  e. Commissioner's Review Panel 
		  f.  Ethical Practice Review Board 
		  g. Judges & Stewards Selection Committee 
		  h. Nominating Committee 
		  i.  Probable Cause Panel
	 2026 Convention Site Selection Vote	 Deborah Johnson
	 Adjourn General Session II	 Deborah Johnson 

GENERAL SESSION III

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23  •  8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. (Pacific)

1.	 Door Prizes	 Michelle Werts
2.	 Opening Remarks & Announcements	 Craig Christiansen
3.	 Equestrian Canada Report	 Meg Krueger – Video
4.	 Arabian Horse Youth Association Report	 Carli Marasco
5.	 Youth Initiatives Update	 Brenna Johnson
6.	 American Horse Council	 Julie Broadway – Video
7.	 Local Level/Discovery Farms	 Priscilla Cluff 
8.	 MDP Report	 Hillary Hoffman 
9.	 2025 Convention Invite	 Deborah Johnson
10.	 Arabian Horsemen’s Distress Fund 	 Mary Trowbridge 
		  Presentation
11.	 Judges & Stewards Commissioners Report	 Mary Jane Brown 
12.	 Announcement of Judges for 	 Mary Jane Brown 
		  2025 National Horse Shows	
13.	 Announcement of 2026 Convention Site	 Deborah Johnson
14.	 Announcement of Election Results	 Deborah Johnson
15.	 Closing Remarks & Adjournment of 	 Deborah Johnson 
		  Convention 2024
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Committee Meeting Schedule
This schedule is TENTATIVE. Please check back for update – Revised 10/21/24

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.	 Executive Committee  (Closed)	 Silver Baron 
		  Boardroom
5:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.	 Internal Audit Committee  (Closed)	 Silver Baron 1 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.	 AHA Board of Directors Meeting	 Exposition Hall A

Noon - 1:00 p.m.	 Board of Directors Lunch  (CLOSED)	 Silver Baron B

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.	 Equitation / Showmanship Committee  (Working Session )	 Silver Baron E
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.	 AHA National Distance Commission  (Closed)	 Silver Baron 1
3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.	 Working Western Committee  (Working Session )	 Silver Baron D
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.	 Arabian Professional & Amateur Horseman’s Association 	 Silver Baron E 
	        (Working Session )
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.	 Sport Horse National Show Commission  (Closed)	 Silver Baron 1
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.	 First Time Attendees Information Session	 Silver Baron C
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.	 Licensed Officials & Show Management Networking	 Silver Baron A
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.	 Youth/Mid Summer National Show Commission  (Closed)	 Silver Baron 1
8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.	 Slot Tournament with Cash Bar  	 Exposition Hall C 
	        Sponsored by Region 3 & AHANC – Tickets Required	  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.	 GENERAL SESSION I	 Exposition Hall B

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.	 Morning Break 	 Royal Salon

10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Working Western Committee 	 Silver Baron D
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Sport Horse Committee	 Silver Baron E
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Judges & Stewards Steering Committee	 Silver Baron B
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Resolution 5-90 Committee	 Silver Baron 
		  Boardroom
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Youth/Mid Summer National Show Commission	 Silver Baron C

12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.	 LUNCHEON SPEAKER	 Silver Baron A 
	        Judging Panel with the EEC – Tickets Required

1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 Professional Horsemen Committee	 Silver Baron E
1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 AHA Youth Committee	 Silver Baron B
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Committee Meeting Schedule
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.	 Sport Horse National Show Commission	 Silver Baron D
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.	 Distance Riding Committee	 Silver Baron C
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 Dressage / Westen Dressage Committee	 Silver Baron E
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 AHA Distance Nationals Commission	 Silver Baron C
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 Market Development & Promotion Committee Round Table	 Silver Baron A
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 Annual Convention Planning Committee	 Silver Baron D
3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.	 Breeding / In-Hand Committee	 Silver Baron D
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.	 Arabian Breeders Sweepstakes Trustees  (Closed)	 Silver Baron  
		  Boardroom
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.	 Hunter / Jumper Committee	 Silver Baron C
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.	 Equitation / Showmanship Committee	 Silver Baron E
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.	 Bylaws Committee	 Silver Baron 1
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.	 Amateur Committee	 Silver Baron 4-6
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.	 AHA Futurity Commission	 Silver Baron 2
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.	 USEF Arabian Division Rules Committee	 Silver Baron B
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.	 Nominating Committee	 Silver Baron 3
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.	 Governance Discussion	 Exposition Hall A
7:00 p.m. - midnight	 Regional Caucus Meetings	 TBD 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.	 Membership Committee	 Silver Baron C
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.	 Equine Welfare Committee	 Silver Baron E
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.	 Ethical Practice Review Board / Probable Cause Panel	 Silver Baron 1
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.	 U.S. National Show Commission	 Silver Baron D
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.	 Show Secretary Round Table	 Silver Baron B
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.	 Awards Committee	 Silver Baron C
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.	 Budget & Finance Committee	 Silver Baron D
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.	 Education / Evaluation Commission 	 Silver Baron E
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.	 Arabian Horse Foundation	 Silver Baron C
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.	 Judges & Stewards Selection Committee	 Silver Baron D
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.	 National Shows Directorate	 Silver Baron E
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Arabian Breeders Sweepstakes Commission	 Silver Baron E
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Commissioner’s Review Panel	 Silver Baron C
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Local Level Committee	 Silver Baron D
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Committee Meeting Schedule

REGION	 ROOM	 REGION	 ROOM

REGION 1	 TBA	 REGION 10	 BRONZE 

REGION 2	 TBA	 REGION 11	 SILVER BARON B

REGION 3	 GOLD	 REGION 12	 SILVER BARON A

REGION 4	 SILVER BARON 4	 REGION 13	 SILVER BARON C

REGION 5	 TBA	 REGION 14	 SILVER BARON 3

REGION 6	 SILVER BARON 2	 REGION 15	 TBA

REGION 7	 SILVER BARON 5	 REGION 16	 SILVER BARON 6

REGION 8	 SILVER BARON BOARDROOM	 REGION 17	 SILVER BARON 1

REGION 9	 SILVER BARON D	 REGION 18	 TBA
 

Regional Caucus Meetings
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21 – ALL MEETINGS BEGIN AT 7:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.	 Lunch on own

1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.	 GENERAL SESSION II	 Exposition Hall B

3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 Afternoon Break 	 Royal Salon

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.	 Awards Reception – Tickets Required	 Eldorado  
		  Convention Center
7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.	 Awards Banquet – Tickets Required	 Eldorado  
		  Convention Center 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 GENERAL SESSION III	 Exposition Hall B

10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.	 Morning Break	 Royal Salon

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.	 AHYA Board Meeting	 Silver Baron  
		  Boardroom



•  15  •

THANK YOUTHANK YOU
SPONSORS!SPONSORS!
2024 AHA CONVENTION

REGION 11

2 
 

 
 DIRECTOR 1ST VICE CHAIRMAN 2ND VICE CHAIRMAN 
 Duane Esser Dave Daugherty Jennifer Tucker 
  9057 Jordan Road 8140 Arbor Rose Way 126 Mollie Way 
  Cleves, OH  45002 Blacklick, OH 43004 Georgetown, KY 40324 
  (513) 941-2737 (614) 866-4606 (502) 257-2868  
 duane@EsserValleyArabians.com ddaughe1@insight.rr.com jennifertuckerky@gmail.com 
   
  SECRETARY  TREASURER   
 Debra Swigart  Terry Schafer 
  5310 Grantland Drive  32685 Teegarden Rd 
  Dayton, OH 45429  Hanoverton, OH  44423 
 (937) 291-3049   (937) 206-2575 
 dbee56@sbcglobal.net               Schaf279@gmail.com 
 

 
 YOUTH DIRECTOR  IMMEDIATE PAST DIRECTOR 
 Rachel Vaughn Jeff Caldwell  Jeff Caldwell 
 918 Cypress Place  585 Flat Shoals Rd.   
 Tipp City, OH  45371  Wahalla, SC 29691 
 (937) 608-6350   (502) 484-4953 
 rvvaughn15@gmail.com  jcaldwell2995@icloud.com 

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS

ABlackHorse AHA (ABHAHA) 
Tom McManus 

(205) 908-0137 
t_mcmanus@msn.com 

 
Bluegrass Arabian Horse Association 

(BAHA) 
Kara Hatzai, President 

(617) 359-5237 
horsesnflying@yahoo.com 

www.bluegrassarabians.org 
 

Buckeye Arabian and 
Half-Arabian Alliance (BAHAA) 

Terry Schafer, President 
(937) 206-2575 

Schaf279@gmail.com 
 

Daniel Boone 
Distance Riders Association (DBDRA) 

Cindy Young, President 
(502) 477-6449 

yngdsn@bellsouth.net 
www.dbdr.org 

 
 
 
 

Kentucky Arabian Horse Association 
(KAHA) 

Martha Rattner 
(502) 220-0054 

Martha@rattnerbloodstock.com 
www.kahaclub.com 

 
Kentucky Arabian & Half-Arabian 

Breeders Alliance (KAHABA) 
Keegan Gay, President 

(502) 545-1560 

Keegan.gay@gmail.com 
www.kyarabian.com 

 
Kentucky Arabian Riders 

and Breeders Society (KARABS) 
Cindy Ryan, President 
    7240 E Co Rd 125 N  

Milan, IN  47031 
(812) 654-2551  

cbeckryan@aol.com 

www.karabs.org 
 

Northeastern Ohio Arabian 
Horse Association (NEOAHA) 

Judy Demshar, President 
(330) 296-7509 

sunfieldarabian@roadrunner.com 
www.neoaha.com 

 
Ohio Half-Arabian Horse Association 

(OHAHA) 
David Daugherty, President 

(614) 866-4606 
ddaughe1@insight.rr.com 

www.ohaha.org 
 
 

Ohio Valley Arabian Horse 
Association (OVAHA) 

Cassie Greutman, President 
(419) 203-0969 

cgreutman@yahoo.com 
www.ovaha.org 

 
 

Ohio Arabian & All Breed Trail 
Society (OAATS) 

Tina Ponder, President 
   (937) 974-4063 

 tponder2.tp@gmail.com 
     www.oaats.org 

 

Society of Arabians Horses 
in the Bluegrass Area (SAHIBA) 

Deneb Thompson, President 
(304) 389-5717 

cygnusarabs@yahoo.com 
www.sahiba.org 

Alan Ehrlick







2024 AHA CORPORATE PARTNERS

2024 AHA CORPORATE SPONSORS

Thank You
for your support!

Eg
yp

tia
n 

st
al

lio
n 

Al
 A

ya
l A

A 
(A

l A
ya

d 
x 

Th
e 

Vi
si

on
 H

G)
 / 

ph
ot

o 
by

 E
m

m
a 

M
ax

w
el

l

For partnership and sponsorship opportunities, contact the Arabian Horse Association at NationalEvents@ArabianHorses.org


